Useful to know

Activities and surrounding area 

Tennis

To get to the municipal tennis courts in Puylaurens, take the avenue de Revel, and just past the gendarmerie turn left into rue Edouard Vairette following signs “Crabille la Nouvelle”. Access to the courts by card, available at the Office de Tourisme.

Golf

Our long let guests in 2008-09 recommend the Golf des Etangs de Fiac, an 18 hole course within 15 minutes (about 20km): Not a long course but very demanding as it is set around lakes with plenty of opportunity for drop shots. The course is inhabited by a large number of beavers which makes for an interesting round. There is also a driving range on which you drive on to a lake, a putting green by the clubhouse and a pro-shop selling a small amount of clothing and extras but no clubs. The restaurant offers a very good value menu for a post round meal.

Beaches

Nearest beach is Narbonne Plage, one hour fifty minutes drive from Pépoulie. For a bit further away, in the Montpellier region, click beaches. 

Boating and canoeing

Leaflets for a range of water activities can be found in the gîte or at the Office de Tourisme in Puylaurens. There is St Ferréol lake on the outskirts of Revel for picnicking, boating, walking and swimming. You can also hire canoes in Vielmur-sur-Agout. 

Walking

You can buy walking route guides at Office de Tourisme. For a simple circular walk that takes around an hour, take a right turn at the end of the drive. At the end of the road turn right again then take the first right down the hill past a couple of houses. Keep walking down the hill until you get to a crossroads. Take a right and keep walking on the flat until you see a small chapel. Take another right and follow the track back up the hill until you return to the gîte. 

You can also find details of other signposted circular walks, as well as details of forthcoming organised walks starting at the church, on the Puylaurens tourist office site.

Le Cri de Tarzan (Wild Nature Park)

Follow road signs to this outdoor adventure space, just 3km from Puylaurens. Details on their website, telephone 33 (0) 563 70 81 44.

Fishing

Keen angler Antony Jones, who stayed in Pépoulie in July 2010, makes the following recommendations: 

Fishing permits are required and can be obtained from the wine shop La Cave Puylaurentaise in Puylaurens next to Crédit Agricole bank. A holiday permit lasts three weeks and costs €30. The nearest river of any size is the Agout, a tributary of the Tarn, itself a tributary of the Garonne, and there is accessible fishing on the far shore of the Bassin de St Ferreol (2-3 kms west of Revel). The banks of the Agout can be easily reached and explored from Vielmur. Further along try the Agout below the weir at St Paul Cap de Joux - look down to your right as you cross the bridge between St Paul and Dammiate. Access is by a small road on the right just before bridge and gets the car nice and close to river. Locals fish for carp, zander, catfish and pike. Serious-looking carp fishing equipment in evidence at weir. Lots of weed and branches in swirl below weir so spinning with spoon is not a great option.
Skiing

Ax-les-Thermes is the closest resort, 2 hours 10 minutes drive away in the Pyrenees, with several other resorts nearby.  Ax has a good diversity of blue, red and black runs and is therefore suitable for all levels of skier.
Please let us know about any other local activities that you discover so that we can pass this information on to other guests.
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